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PREFACE 
 

 

 

The Samoa Bureau of Statistics is pleased to present the 43
rd

 series of Publication of 

“STATISTICAL ABSTRACT 2016”. This publication serves as an appropriate statistical reference, 

which presents annual aggregated statistical information collected and compiled by the Bureau 

pertaining to social, economic, environment and other detailed subject matters. 

 

Emphasis is given to the most recent available statistical data obtained from source references of 

various Government Ministries, Corporations and Non-Government Organizations (NGOs) cited. 

The count of the population, its migratory characteristics, and changes in prices of goods and 

services are exclusively collected and processed in-house through censuses and surveys. 

 

We are very thankful and appreciative to the Government Ministries and Corporation for their 

determined cooperation and assistance in providing the required information and are urged to make 

their data needs known for consideration in planning future series.  

 

 

Aliimuamua Malaefono Tauā-Taaloga Faasalaina 

GOVERNMENT STATISTICIAN 
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EXPLANATORY NOTES 

Symbols and abbreviations in tables  

… Not yet available 

- Zero 

0 Negligible (Less than half the final digit shown - a value has been rounded down to zero) 

000s Thousands 

F Female 

M Male 

m Millions 

NA Not Applicable 

P Provisional 

R Revised 

Units of Measurements : 

       Length   1 inch                               25.40005 mm 

    

 

1 millimetre (mm)                   0.039370 inch 

    

 

1 kilometre (km)                0.621370 mile 

    

 

1 mile                                 1.6093 km 

  Area 

 

1 acre                             0.404686 hectare 

    

 

1 sq mile (640 acres) 

 

  2.590 sq km 

  Weight 

 

1 metric ton (1000)kg       0.984206 long tons 

    

 

1 long ton (2240 lbs)           1.016047 metric 

  Currency  

 

1 tala ($)                             100 cents 

    

 

        Exchange Rate ( Tala per US $ )   

    Year End of Period Rate a/ Period Average b/ 

    2006 2.7188 2.7658 

    2007 2.5450 2.6031 

    2008 2.9191 2.6264 

    

2009 

2010  

2011 

2.5143 

2.3700 

2.2727                               

2.7150 

2.4137 

            2.3345 

    2012 2.2139 2.2725 

    2013 2.2676            2.3291 

    2014 2.4287 2.4287 

    2015 2.5044  2.5799 

  

2016 2.4975 2.5383 

  

 

 a/: Figures quoted are End of December figures 

 

  

  b/: Arithmetic means of daily mid rates 

  

  

  

        

Notes 

This publication has been reviewed with the aim of making it easier for users to find information 

they need. Feedback on the usefulness of the publication can be given through the website 

www.sbs.gov.ws or using the contact details at the front of the publication. 

2017                              2.4492          2.5213 

http://www.sbs.gov.ws/
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CHAPTER 1: INTRODUCTION 
 

1.1 Geography 

The islands of Samoa in the Central South Pacific lies between latitudes 13 degrees and 15 

degrees south and longitudes 168 degrees and 173 degrees west, close to the international 

dateline.  The Samoa group is located 2,600 miles (4200 km) south-east of Hawaii, 1800 

miles (2900 km) from New Zealand and 2700 miles (4300 km) from Sydney, Australia. 

The nearest neighbour is American Samoa, the capital Pago-Pago being only 80 miles (130 

km) away.  The Independent State of Samoa consists of two main islands, Savaii and 

Upolu, with eight smaller islands Apolima, Manono, Fanuatapu, Namu’a, Nu’utele, 

Nu’ulua, Nu’ulopa, and Nu’usafe’e. The total land area is 1,100 sq. miles (2,830 sq. km.). 

Savaii is the largest island (660 sq. miles or 1,700 sq. km.).  The second largest island is 

Upolu with an area of 430 Sq. miles or 1,100 sq. km where the capital Apia is located. In 

the Population and Housing Census 2016, Samoa’s total population stood at 195,979. 

The islands are of volcanic origin clearly visible 

in the form of several dormant volcanoes and lava 

fields. The highest point is Mt Silisili located in 

Savaii at 1,800 meters. Beyond the narrow coastal 

plains, the mountain ranges rise steeply to a 

maximum of 6,095 feet (1,859 meters) on Savaii 

and 3,608 feet (1,100 meters) on Upolu 

intersected by fertile valleys. Lush vegetation and 

rain forest cover the greater part of the country. 

The country, which consists of about 340 villages 

for administrative purposes, is divided into 43 

districts. These districts are further grouped into four census regions namely Apia Urban 

Area (AUA), North-West Upolu (NWU), Rest of Upolu (ROU) and Savaii (SAV). 

The main Island of Upolu, where the capital of Apia is situated, has a total population of 

151,439 persons representing 77 percent of the total population while the rest of the 

population resides in Savaii totalling 43,560 persons representing 22 percent and 980 for 

Manono and Apolima Islands with their total share of 0.5 percent. The official languages 

are Samoan and English. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



2 
 

1.2 Climate 
 

The climate of Samoa is tropical with abundant rainfall.  Humidity averages 80 percent. 

The average daily temperature range is from 22
o
C to 30

o
C with very little seasonal 

variation.  There are two major distinguishable seasons. The wet season extends from 

November through April, the dry season from May to October during which period the 

climate is pleasant because of fresh trade winds. The annual rainfall averages 2,880mm, 

although there is great variation with latitude and location. 

 

1.3 Climate Change and Vulnerability 
 

The adverse effects of climate change and sea level 

rise present significant risks to the sustainable 

development of Pacific Island Countries and 

Territories (PICTs) as discussed at the 2017 United 

Nations Climate Change Conference. PICTs such as 

Samoa experience a high level of risk from the 

effects of extreme weather and climate variability. 

Climate models suggest the tropical Pacific region 

will continue to warm. This warming has the 

potential to alter and indeed increase such risks, 

through changing the frequency and/or intensity of extreme weather or climate variability 

phenomena or through accelerated sea-level rise. The impacts of these climate events will 

exacerbate already stressed marine, freshwater and terrestrial environments. 

1.4 History 

It is believed by many that Samoa is the cradle of Polynesia in which Savaii is the 

legendary island Hawaii, the original home of Polynesians who later explored the Pacific 

from Hawaii to Easter Island. New Zealand archaeological research carried out in Samoa 

suggests that the islands have been inhabited for at least 2,500 years. 

The first European who sighted the group and made brief contact with the population of 

Manu’a (American Samoa) was the Dutchman Jacob Roggerveen in 1722. The first 

‘papalagi’ (white people) to settle in Samoa were sailors, whalers, beachcombers and 

escaped convicts, many of whom landed by chance in Samoa. 

The first notable ‘agents of change’ were the missionaries. After the arrival of John 

Williams of the London Missionary Society in the 1830’s the Samoans were rapidly 

converted to Christianity. Methodist and Catholic Missionaries established Missions in the 

following years. From the 1840’s onward, Germany, the United States and Great Britain 

extended their influence on the island groups. In the 1880’s as rivalry amongst the largest 

factions intensified, the Samoans turned to the foreign powers for support. In 1889, naval 

ships arrived to settle the problems. A major battle was only averted by a hurricane, which 
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wrecked six of the seven ships. The fighting ceased and an elaborate agreement was 

reached in Berlin by the major powers. Samoa was allowed to remain a neutral state ruled 

by the three nations. 

After some initial problems, the German 

Administration was relatively stable and Samoa 

prospered.  However with the onset of the First 

World War, in 1914 New Zealand assumed the 

occupation of Samoa and in 1919 was granted a 

‘League of Nations’ mandate to administer the 

country. Over the years, challenges to the New 

Zealand authorities grew, especially from 

amongst the matai (chiefs), the traditional 

leaders, who organized themselves in forming a 

peaceful movement advocating independence 

(the Mau movement).  Attempts to crush this movement failed and finally in 1936, with 

the Labour Party in power in New Zealand, the Mau was recognized as a ‘Legitimate 

Political party’. 

In 1953 preparations started for the transition to independence, which was finally obtained 

in January 1962 making Samoa the first South Pacific Island Nation to attain such status. 

In 2012 Samoa celebrated its 50 years of independence. 

1.5 Government and Fa’asamoa 

Samoa is a parliamentary democracy with a unicameral legislative assembly now 

consisting of 50 members elected by citizens aged 21 years and over. However, only 

holders of matai titles (customary title passed on land and kinship for most parts) are 

eligible to be elected as Members of Parliament. Therefore according to the 2011 Census 

this means that presently only about 15,021 males and 1,766 females are actually eligible 

to stand for election. General elections are held every five years. 

The Prime Minister is elected by Parliament and he/she in turn appoints thirteen cabinet 

members. The Human Rights Protection Party has been in power for 36 years. 

The constitution, established in 1960, blends traditional and democratic institutions and 

processes and recognizes the separation of powers (legislature, judiciary and executive). 

Samoa has a Westminster legal system based on the English legal system as adopted by 

many of the Commonwealth countries. 

Today, as in the past, the social unit of Samoan life is the ‘aiga’ or extended family.  The 

‘aiga’ is headed by at least one matai, who is appointed by the consensus of the aiga.  

There are two distinct types of matai titles, the “Ali’i’ or Chief Matai and the ‘Tulafale’ or 

Orator Chief.  The matai assumes responsibility for directing the use of family land, and, 
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other assets belonging to the aiga.  He must by his behaviour honour the title he bears and 

the people he represents.  In return for his leadership, the matai is rendered services by the 

‘tautua’ (untitled). 

The 1990 Village Fono Act and 2017 Village Fono Amendment gives village councils 

authority over village law and order, health and social issues. The matai constitute the 

council or ‘fono’ of the village. Presiding over the fono is the ‘Sui o le Malo’ (village 

mayor). A position appointed by Government on recommendation from the village council. 

A Women‘s Representative ‘Sui Tamaita’i is also appointed by Government on the 

recommendation of the women’s’ councils act as the contact between the government and 

the women in the villages. 

Rooted in this social organization is the Samoan Way or ‘fa’a-Samoa’, which places great 

importance on the dignity and achievement of the group rather than its individual 

members. Religion plays an important role in Samoan life where the majority of the people 

are strong adherents to the Christian faith. This faith is symbolized in the motto of Samoa, 

‘Fa’avae i le Atua Samoa’ (Samoa is founded on God) and is given physical expression in 

the impressive number of churches seen 

throughout the country. Based on the 2016 Census 

of Population and Housing, the predominant 

church affiliations are EFKS/ Congregational 

Christian Church of Samoa, Roman Catholic, 

Latter Day Saints and Methodist Church with 29.0 

percent, 18.8 percent, 16.9 percent and 12.4 

percent respectively. 

The social and cultural institutions of Samoa 

Society (fa’a-Samoa) are strong and more intact 

than in most parts of Polynesia. The country’s system of village government is particularly 

well organized and coherent and is the focal point of a network of social relationships that 

provide honour and prestige to its members. However, Samoa is no longer a society of 

largely self-sufficient local units. Imported food and other items are now established as 

basic household necessities. 

1.6 Population 

The people of Samoa are Polynesian. The population in 2016 totalled 195,979 and though 

mostly Samoans, included other Pacific Islanders, Europeans, mostly from New Zealand, 

some Chinese and other nationalities.  

Very little is known about the size of the population of the Samoan Groups before the 

arrival of missionaries in the early 1830’s. Some estimates are available but knowledge 

about the islands was too limited and estimates made by early settlers were generally 

unreliable. The situation improved during succeeding years, particularly as a result of 
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missionary reports, but the difficulty of collecting and verifying figures led to considerable 

variations in the accuracy of early estimates. 

The 1853 and 1869 Missionary Censuses were perhaps the first attempt at scientific 

measurement of the population of Samoa. However these two censuses estimated the 

population at about 30,000 but given the limited capability to conduct censuses, they were 

both probably under counts of the true population. The various estimates available in the 

second half of the nineteenth century showed little variation from this figure. This relative 

stability over time was a consequence of the balance between the high birth rate, which led 

to rapid growth in some years, and the high death rates in other years as epidemics of 

diseases spread through the country. 

The population of the Samoan archipelago since or even before Western contacts has been 

the subject of much discussion. Figures available for periods earlier than those covered by 

the Missionary census, suggest that in the 1830’s the population was closer to 50,000, 

indicating that a steep decline in the population did occur in the islands that now constitute 

Samoa. During the nineteenth century a similar decline had been observed in other 

Polynesian countries. However, all these data should be treated with caution, since their 

source and reliability vary considerable. Though they provided some strong evidence that 

population decline occurred, the extent of that decline must remain very much in doubt. 

More reliable population figures are available from censuses carried out during the 

twentieth century. The German Authorities made population counts in 1900, 1902, 1906 

and 1911.  In 1917 the New Zealand administration carried out its first census of Samoa 

and from 1921 introduced a regular 5 yearly census. In 1905 the German authorities also 

instituted a system of birth and death registration. The population as recorded at the 

various censuses from 1906 to 2016 is shown below. 

 

 Figure 1.1 Population of Samoa 1906 - 2016 

 
             

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Source: Samoa Bureau of Statistics – Population & Housing Census, 2016 
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In the beginning of the twentieth century several epidemics reversed the increasing trend in 

population growth that had occurred in the earlier years. The 1918 epidemic was the first 

major setback to New Zealand prestige and consequently great emphasis was placed on the 

improvement of health conditions and sanitation. This proved successful as shown by the 

rate of population growth in the next decades, as a result of continuing high fertility and a 

drop in mortality. After 1945, mortality continued to decline, though less pronounced than 

in the 1920 and 1930s Fertility remained at a high level in conformity with the Samoan 

cultural tradition favourable to large families. 

A distinctive feature of population of Samoa is emigration.  Emigration in the first half of 

the twentieth century was of minor importance. It was only during 1960s that the trend of 

extensive overseas migration, especially to New Zealand began to accelerate. The impact 

of overseas migration on the growth of the population has been of major importance, and 

has also had a profound influence on the social and economic structure of the country. The 

greater part of the slowing growth rate at least up to the late 1980s, must consequently be 

explained by the large out flow of people from Samoa.   

 

1.7 The Economy 

Samoa’s traditional village economy has historically been dominated by village and 

community-based agriculture. This provided food for the family and the potential for cash 

income from the sale of copra or other produce. However in the years since independence 

the traditional village-economy has changed markedly, and now household food 

consumption is supplemented by imported items and incomes are boosted by domestic 

employment and remittances from family members living and/or working overseas. 

 Figure 1.2 GDP Growth (at constant prices), 2012 – 2017 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 Source: Samoa Bureau of Statistics – Gross Domestic Product 
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Samoa’s economy recorded a negative growth of 0.3% for 2017. This follows four 

consecutive years of positive growth ranging from 0.7% – 6.5% in 2013 – 2016. The 

positive performance in the last four years (2013-2016) was due to the recovery and 

rehabilitation efforts put forward by the government, the private sector and the 

international organizations to cyclone Evan 

affected areas, as well as the various 

activities in preparation for the UN Small 

Island Developing States (SIDS) 

conference in 2014. Moreover, structural 

changes in the economy and generally 

good weather conditions have assisted with 

the growth in recent years. The main 

contributor to growth in the last 5 years 

was Commerce, also having the biggest 

share to total GDP. 

Total GDP at constant 2009 prices in 2017 amounted to ST$1,876.0 million, the second 

highest value added ever achieved by the economy, decreasing slightly by 0.3% compared 

to 2016. GDP per capita amounted to ST$11,020 in 2017, increasing by 2.4% compared to 

2016.  

 Figure 1.3 Sector Share to GDP (at current prices), 2012 – 2016 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 Source: Samoa Bureau of Statistics – Gross Domestic Product 
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tailoring off of activities in the YAZAKI Company which used to be the biggest 

contributor to the Other Manufacturing industry’s performance in the past years.  

Primary Sector (including Agriculture and Fishing) share to total GDP has fluctuated over 

the last 5 years having a share of around 10% in 2017. The sector continues to deteriorate 

due to difficulties these primary industries are facing with natural disasters and changing 

weather patterns, market access, etc. While the contribution to GDP of agriculture and 

fishing has been on a declining trend, the contribution of the tertiary sector has been rising. 

This is a clear reflection of the increasing monetisation of Samoa’s economy.  

1.8 Strategy for the Development of Samoa 2016/17 – 2019/20 
 

The latest Strategy for the Development of Samoa 2016/17 – 2019/20 has a new vision of 

Accelerating Sustainable Development and Broadening Opportunities for All. The strategy 

focuses on key outcomes across four priority areas as shown in the box below. 

Strategy for the Development of Samoa 2016/17 – 2019/2020, 

With Key Outcomes 

 

Priority Area 1: Economic 

1. Macroeconomic Resilience Increase and Sustained 

2. Agriculture and Fisheries Productivity Increased 

3. Export Products Increased 

4. Tourism Development and Performance Improved 

5. Participation of Private Sector in Development Enhanced 

Priority Area 2: Social 

6. A Healthy Samoa and Well Being Promoted 

7. Quality Education and Training Improved 

8. Social Institutions Strengthened 

8.1.1.1 Community Development Enhanced 

8.1.1.2 Community Safety Improved 

Priority Area 3: Infrastructure 

9. Access to Clean Water and Sanitation Sustained 

10. Transport Systems and Networks Improved 

11. Improved and Affordable Country Wide ICT Connectivity 

12. Quality Energy Supply 

Priority Area 4: Environment 

13. Environment Resilience Improved 

14. Climate and Disaster Resilience 
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1.9 Samoa Strategy for the Development of Statistics 2011–2021 
 

In July 2011, the Samoa Bureau of Statistics released its Samoa Strategy for the 

 Development of Statistics (SSDS) 2011 – 2021 with two main focus areas: 

1. Delivering relevant, quality, priority statistics for users, covering 

 Economic Statistics 

 Demography, Population and Vital Statistics 

 Social and Environment Statistics 

 Sector Statistics 

 

2. Ensuring the Strategic Factors and Environment are in place to enable 

efficient production and delivery of those statistics, including 

 The Statistical Environment – the regulatory framework, statistical standards 

and international best practise 

 Coordination, Communication and Dissemination 

 A strong Statistical Infrastructure 

 Human Resource Capability Development and the appropriate IT, Physical and 

Financial Resources 

 

As a result of the full implementation of 

this strategy, the expected objectives and 

results would be to establish an Official 

Statistics System that: 

 Better provides the 

information needed to develop 

and monitor policies for 

Samoa 

 Better provides information to 

meet national, regional and 

international commitments 

 Increases the timely 

availability, quality, coverage, 

transparency and usefulness 

of statistics on Samoa and its 

people 

 Increases user satisfaction 

 Increases skills and efficiency 

of those working in statistics 
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CHAPTER 2: ECONOMIC STATISTICS 
 

Key points 
 

 Samoa’s Gross Domestic Production for 2017 was approximately $2.2 billion 

Tala in current prices and $1.9 billion in constant prices. 

 GDP growth in 2017 was -0.3 percent in constant values.  

 The major industries contributing to GDP in 2017 were Commerce, Agriculture, 

Electricity and Water, Accommodation and Restaurant and Communication.  

 In 2017, Samoa exported $112.2 million worth of merchandise and imported 

$901 million Tala worth of merchandise, for a merchandise trade balance of -

$788.8. 

 Samoa’s principal domestic exports in 2017 were Fish, Taro, Beer, Fruit Juices 

and Coconut Oil. 

 The main imports in 2017 were Food, Machinery and Vehicles, Manufactured 

Goods and Petroleum products. 

 

 

2.1 National Accounts/GDP 
 

The National Accounts measure Samoa’s Gross Domestic 

Production – the national measure of economic activity. 

Gross Domestic Product (GDP) is Samoa’s official measure 

of economic growth. GDP is compiled and published using 

the production approach, which measures the total value 

of goods and services produced in Samoa, after deducting 

the cost of goods and services used in the production 

process. This is also known as the value-added approach. 

 

Broad Industry Groups: The GDP tables below follows the broad groupings based on the 

International Standard Industry Classification (ISIC) 3.1. Classification of economic activity is 

important in the determination of the extent and nature of the information collected and the 

quality of the data compiled  

 primary industries (agriculture and fishing) 

 secondary or goods-producing industries (manufacturing, construction, 

electricity & water); 

 tertiary or service industries (wholesale trade; retail trade and accommodation; 

transport, postal, and warehousing; information media and telecommunications; 

finance and insurance services; rental, hiring, and real estate services; 

professional, scientific, technical, administrative, and support services; public 

administration and safety; education and training; health care and social 

assistance; arts, recreation, and other services). 
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Table 2.1.1: GDP at Market Prices by Industry, 2012 - 2017 
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Table 2.1.2: GDP by Industry – Percentage Change from Previous Years, 2012 - 2017 
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Table 2.1.3: GDP by Industry – Percentage Distribution, 2012 - 2017 
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Table 2.1.4: GDP by Industry – Percentage Contributions to Change in GDP, 2012 - 2017 
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Table 2.1.5 GDP Per capita (in Samoa Tala) at current prices 2009-2017  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Information for users 

Further information can be obtained from http://www.sbs.gov.ws  
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2.2 Balance of Payments 
 

The Balance of Payments is a record of Samoa’s international transactions with the rest of the 

world (including merchandise trade (imports and exports), trade in services, international 

investment and remittances). 

 

Tables 2.2.1 Balance of payments, 2011 - 2016 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: Central Bank of Samoa 

Information for users 

The latest Balance of Payments statistics, produced by the Central Bank of Samoa, can be 

found in the CBS Quarterly Bulletin of Statistics. http://www.cbs.gov.ws/statistics 
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2.3 Government Finance Statistics 
 

Government Finance Statistics provide statistics that enable policymakers and analysts to study 

developments in the financial operations, financial position and liquidity situation of the 

government sector in a consistent and systematic manner. Balancing items have been created to 

provide summary information such as Net Operating Balance (NOB) and Net Lending (+) or 

Borrowing (-). The detailed data can also be used to 

examine specific areas of government operations, 

example: particular forms of taxation, level of 

expense and the amount of government borrowing 

etc. The harmonization of this system with other 

macroeconomic statistical systems like the System 

of National Accounts means that data from the GFS 

can be combined with data from NA to assess 

government performance in relation to the rest of 

the economy. Similarly, it can also be used for 

intercountry analysis of government operations, 

such as comparisons of ratios of taxes or expense to 

gross domestic product. 

SBS compiles using the GFS 2001 Manual. Changes 

include: changes to coverage; reclassification of 

revenue and expense items; compilation of data 

government acquisition of debt and assets (such as 

buildings and infrastructure); and new analytical 

balances. It provides detail information on revenues and expenses on a quarterly basis. 

Provided in this publication also is the Expenditure classified by Function of Government 

(COFOG) data set. This is one of the developments that the Bureau has been working on in-

conjunction with the Ministry of Finance with the technical assistance provided by the IMF 

Expert. This dataset adds more information in monitoring and evaluating progress of the 

Government Sector, as well as its contribution to various sectors of the economy 
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Table 2.3.1 Statement of Government Operations, 2011/12 – 2016/17 
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Table 2.3.2 Revenue by Type, 2011/12 – 2016/17 
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Table 2.3.3 Expense by Type, 2011/12 – 2016/17 
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Table 2.3.4 Statement of Assets and Liabilities, 2011/12 – 2016/17 
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Table 2.3.5 Expenditure by Function of Government, 2011/12 – 2016/17 
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Table 2.3.6 External Debt Stock as at end of periods with Domestic, Multilateral and 

Bilateral Institutions, Sept 2011 - Mar 2018 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Information for users 

Further information can be obtained from www.sbs.gov.ws  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.sbs.gov.ws/
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2.4 Monetary Statistics 
 

The following indicators are sourced from the Central Bank of Samoa’s Monetary Survey 

Report, which is a monthly release of the latest available key monetary and credit aggregates 

on the Samoan economy, with information sourced from the CBS, commercial banks and the 

Ministry of Finance. 

 

Table 2.4.1: Depository Corporations Survey, 2010/11 – 2015/16 (amounts in million tala) 
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Table 2.4.2: Net Foreign Assets and International Liquidity, 2004/05 – 2015/16 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Information for users 

The Monetary Survey Report, produced by the Central Bank of Samoa provides regular 

updates of these statistics. The latest monthly statistics can be obtained from www.cbs.gov.ws  

 

The Annual Reports of the Development Bank of Samoa provide information about the 

Development Bank of Samoa lending. http://www.dbsamoa.ws/Publications/publications 

 

 

http://www.cbs.gov.ws/
http://www.dbsamoa.ws/Publications/publications.html
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2.5 Consumer Price Index 
 

The Consumer Price Index (CPI) is a measure that uses a “basket of goods and services” 

approach that aims to compare a consistent base of products from year to year, focusing on 

products that are bought and used by consumers on a daily basis. 

 

The CPI serves as an inflation indicator. Government, businesses and consumers are concerned 

with inflation. The CPI acts as a barometer of the present inflation rate. Government uses CPI 

inflation information to implement fiscal policy changes. 

 

The basket of goods that is priced is 

based on the average expenditures of 

households as recorded in the Household 

Income and Expenditure Survey (HIES). 

The HIES identifies how much 

households spend on different items. 

The more households spend on an item 

on average, the more important it is to 

price index, and the higher the weight in 

the index. 

 

Monthly movements in the ‘headline’ 

CPI series can be volatile. This volatility 

reflects price changes in particular items that may be due, among other factors, to fluctuations 

in commodity markets and agricultural conditions, policy changes, or seasonal or infrequent 

price resetting. 

 

Underlying inflation is a measure of inflation that excludes certain items that face volatile price 

movements. Underlying inflation eliminates products that can have temporary price shocks 

because these shocks can diverge from overall trend of inflation and give a false measure of 

inflation. 
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Table 2.5.1 Average Retail Prices of Selected Items, 2012 – 2017 
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Table 2.5.1 Average Retail Prices of Selected Items, 2012 – 2017 (cont’d) 
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Table 2.5.2 Consumer Price Index, 2012 – 2017 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Table 2.5.3 Consumer Price Index – Percentage Change, 2011 – 2017 
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Table 2.5.4 Quantity Supplied (in Pounds), 2010 - 2017 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Table 2.5.5 Volume Index (2010 = 100), 2010 - 2017 
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Table 2.5.6 Weighted Average Price per Pound (in Tala), 2010 - 2017 

 

Table 2.5.7 Price Index (2010 = 100), 2010 - 2017 
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Table 2.5.8 Value Supplies (in Tala thousands), 2010 - 2017 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Table 2.5.9 Total Number of Sellers, 2010 - 2017 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Information for users 

The Consumer Price Index series introduced in 2010 were based on the findings of the 

Household Income and Expenditure Survey conducted in 2008. The new CPI series replaces 

the previous one, which was based in 2004. 

 

The latest monthly statistics can be obtained from www.sbs.gov.ws 

 

 

http://www.sbs.gov.ws/
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2.6 Trade – Imports, Exports and Prices 
 

Merchandise Trade statistics measure the level, month-over-month and year-over-year changes 

in total trades, exports and imports. Balance of merchandise trade is equalled to total exports 

minus general imports. 

Trade statistics record the importing and exporting of merchandise goods between Samoa and 

other countries. 

 

Table 2.6.1 Balance of Merchandise Trade, 2007 - 2017 
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Table 2.6.2 Balance of Trade by Major Partners (thousands tala), 2007-2017  
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Table 2.6.3 Direction of Foreign Trade by Region (thousands tala), 2013-2017  
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Table 2.6.4 Value of Exports by Harmonised System (Thousands of Tala), 2013 - 2017 
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Table 2.6.5 Value of Imports by Harmonised System (Thousands of Tala), 2013 - 2017  
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Table 2.6.6 Exports by Standard International Trade Classification (thousands of tala), 2007 – 2017  
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Table 2.6.7 Imports by Standard International Trade Classification (thousands of tala), 2007 – 2017  
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Table 2.6.8 Exports of Main Commodities, 2012 – 2017 (thousands tala) 
1
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Table 2.6.9 Imports by Broad Economic Category (BEC) Group (amount in tala), 2007 - 2017  
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Table 2.6.10 Import Price Index, 2009 - 2016 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Information for users 

Further information can be obtained from www.sbs.gov.ws  

 

The Import Price Index commenced in 2009. Import prices are collected directly from 

importers.  
 

 

 

http://www.sbs.gov.ws/
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2.7 Household Income and Expenditure 
 

Household income and expenditure statistics reports contain a wealth of information about 

households in Samoa. They can provide estimates of the relative level of hardship or well-

being experienced amongst households. 

 

Table 2.7.1: Households by Main Source of Income by Region 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: Samoa Bureau of Statistics – HIES 2013/2014 

Table 2.7.2: Total Weekly Income & Expenditure Distribution by National Income Decile 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: Samoa Bureau of Statistics - HIES 2013/2014 
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2.8 Other economic indicators 
 

The following Indicators assist in monitoring changes in the economy such as indicators of 

production, building activity, companies and cargo shipping. 

 

Table 2.8.1: Arrivals of Vessels by Type of Class, 2007 - 2017 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Table 2.8.2: Annual Comparative Statement of Cargo Handled at Port of Apia, 2007 - 

2017 
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Table 2.8.3: Cargo and Shipping Movements at Port of Apia, 2007 - 2017 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Information for users 

Further information can be obtained from www.sbs.gov.ws 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.sbs.gov.ws/
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CHAPTER 3: POPULATION, DEMOGRAPHY AND VITAL 

STATISTICS 
 

Key Points 
 

 Samoa’s population in 2016 was 195,979, of whom 38 percent were aged under 

15 and 5 percent were aged 65 or over. 

 The average annual growth rate of the population between 2011 and 2016 was 

0.9%. 

 In 2017, 212,240 people arrived in Samoa and 220,055 people departed. 

 The visitor arrivals in 2017 included 52,863 on Holiday & Vacation and 46,215 

Visiting Friends & Relatives with shares of 40.4% and 32.2% respectively. 

 

3.1 Population 
 

Population information comes from the Population and Housing Census. The Census counts 

every person in the country and collects a wide range of social, economic and demographic 

information about each individual and their housing. The Census is carried out every five 

years. The most recent census was held on 7 November 2016. The next census will be 

conducted around November 2021.  

 

Table 3.1.1 Population of Samoa, 1906 – 2016 
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Table 3.1.2 Population of Samoa, by age group 1966, 1971, 1976, 1981, 1991, 2001, 2006, 2011, 2016 
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Table 3.1.3 Mid-Year Population Estimates by Urban and Rural, 2006 – 2020 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Information for users 

Detailed population tables are available from the 2011 Census from Samoa Bureau of Statistics 

(www.sbs.gov.ws).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.sbs.gov.ws/
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3.2 Migration Statistics 

Arrivals and departures are an important indicator of the contribution of tourism to the 

economy as well as providing information about the Samoan population movements. 

 
 

Table 3.2.1 Arrivals and Departures by Gender and Net Migration, 2007 - 2017 
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Table 3.2.2 Arrivals by Age, Purpose of Entry and Sex, 2017 
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Table 3.2.3 Visitor Arrivals by Country of Usual Residence and Mode of Travel, 2017 
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Table 3.2.4 Visitor Arrivals by Country of Usual Residence and Purpose of Visit, 2017 
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Table 3.2.5 Departures by Nationality, Citizenship and Sex, 2016 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Table 3.2.6 Departures by Travel Purpose and Sex, 2016 (Samoan Citizens ONLY) 
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Information for users 

 

The source of the data on arrivals and departures are the cards completed by departing and 

arriving passengers collected by the Ministry of Prime Minister & Cabinet (Immigration 

Division), Ministry of Agriculture (Quarantine Division) and the Ministry of Revenue 

(Customs Division), and processed and analysed by the Samoa Bureau of Statistics.  

 

Missing information is completed where possible, from scanned passport information from the 

Immigration Border Management system. Further information can be obtained from 

www.sbs.gov.ws  

 

3.3 Vital Statistics (Births, deaths, marriages and adoptions) 

Vital statistics record the numbers of births, deaths marriages and adoptions registered on the 

Births Deaths and Marriages registry. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

http://www.sbs.gov.ws/
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CHAPTER 4: ENVIRONMENTAL STATISTICS 
 

“Environment Statistics are statistics that describe the state and trends of the environment, 

covering the media of the natural environment (air/climate, water, land), the biota within the 

media, and human settlements” OECD Definition 

Rainfall: 

Southern Upolu gets more rain than the northern, but much of it falls at night. Upolu is 

generally wetter than Savaii. The rainfall feeds Samoa’s many spectacular waterfalls and 

supports the luxuriant vegetation. 

December to March is hurricane season. In recent years, Samoa has suffered an increasing 

number of devastating hurricanes as the surrounding seas warm up due to climate change. 

Forestry: 

Between 1990 and 2000, Samoa gained an average of 4,100 hectares of forest per year. The 

amounts to an average annual reforestation rate of 3.15%. Between 2000 and 2005, the rate of 

forest change decreased by 100.0% to 0.00% per annum. In total, between 1990 and 2005, 

Samoa gained 31.5% of its forest cover, or around 41,000 hectares. Measuring the total rate of 

habitat conversion (defined as change in forest area plus change in woodland area minus net 

plantation expansion) for the 1990-2005 intervals, Samoa gained 23.9% of its forest and 

woodland habitat. 

SEEA: 

SBS has just released a water account for FY2014 -

2015 using the System of Environment-Economic 

Accounting (SEEA). ESCAP provided technical 

support to SBS to produce an experimented water 

account for the periods FY2011-12 to FY2013-14, 

released in September 2015. 

This chapter presents statistics on climate, forestry, gas 

emissions, protected areas, waste, water and electricity. 
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Table 4.1.1 Rainfall at Selected Stations (mm), 2007 - 2017 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Table 4.1.2 Observations Recorded at Mulinuu (9.00am), 2007 - 2017 
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Table 4.1.3 Samoa Annual Rainfall Averages 2007 – 2017 (mm) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Table 4.2.1 Samoa Land Cover by Island 2014 (ha) 
1, 2
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Table 4.2.2 Forest Types Area in Hectares (ha) 
1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Table 4.2.3 Historical Forest Cover in Samoa (%) 
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Table 4.2.4 Samoa Terrestrial Protected Areas 2009 - 2017 
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Table 4.2.4 Samoa Terrestrial Protected Areas 2009 – 2017 (cont’d) 
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Table 4.3.1 Waste Disposed at Tafaigata Landfill, 2015-2016 (metric tonne) 
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Table 4.3.2 Waste Disposed at Tafaigata Landfill by Categories, 2015-2016 
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Table 4.4.1 Physical Water Supply & Use Table by Industry, 2011/12 (mill m
3
) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Table 4.4.2 Physical Water Supply & Use Table by Industry, 2012/13 (mill m
3
) 
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Table 4.4.3 Physical Water Supply & Use Table by Industry, 2013/14 (mill m
3
) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Table 4.4.4 Physical Water Supply & Use Table by Industry, 2014/15 (mill m
3
) 
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Table 4.4.5 Summary of Samoa Water Consumption 2011/12 – 2014/15 (millions m
3
) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Table 4.5.1 Electricity Production by Area & Sources 2008-2016 (MWh) 
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Table 4.5.2 Electricity Production by Sources 2008-2015 (MWh) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Table 4.5.3 EPC Electricity Sales 2006-2016 (MWh) 
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CHAPTER 5: SOCIAL STATISTICS 
 

5.1 Health 

Health Statistics are mainly sourced from Demographic and Health Surveys, which collected 

information on population and nutrition. Ideally, DHSs are carried out every five years and 

cover subjects including fertility, family 

planning, maternal and child health, 

nutrition, and diseases. DHS results 

inform countries’ population policies, 

health plans, human development reports 

and development strategies. 

Health indicators include General Fertility 

rates and Crude Birth rates by residence, 

Early Childhood Mortality rates, 

Knowledge of AIDS, as well as 

Knowledge of HIV prevention methods. 

 

Table 5.1.1 Fertility Rate and Crude Birth Rate by Residence, 2009 
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Table 5.1.2 Fertility Rate and Crude Birth Rate by Residence, 2014 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Table 5.1.3 Neonatal, Post neonatal, Infant, Child and under five mortality rates for 5 

year periods preceding 2009 
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Table 5.1.4 Neonatal, Post neonatal, Infant, Child and under five mortality rates for 5 

year periods preceding 2014 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Table 5.1.5 Percentage of Women and Men aged 15-49 who have heard of AIDS, 2009 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Table 5.1.6 Percentage of Women and Men aged 15-49 who have heard of AIDS, 2014 
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Table 5.1.7 Percentage of Women and Men aged 15-49 who have some knowledge of HIV prevention methods, 2009 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Table 5.1.7 Percentage of Women and Men aged 15-49 who have some knowledge of HIV prevention methods, 2014 
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5.2 Education 

Every human being needs oxygen to survive in the world. Education is as important as this 

because education gives people the knowledge and skills they require. Education is important 

to people of all ages and it has no limit. Children require education in order for them to learn 

how to speak and to write. 

Education gives us knowledge of the world around us and changes it into something better. It 

develops a perspective of looking at life. It helps build opinions and have points of view on 

things in life.  

Analysing and interpreting educational statistics is important for many reasons. You can 

illustrate student demographics, student to teacher ratios, graduation rates and many other vital 

resources of information. It can also be used as a baseline and to see positive and negative 

trends among both teachers and students. 

While the Samoan education system has 

achieved much over the years, we still 

have room to grow, especially in terms 

of dropout and retention rates. Recent 

Samoan national reports highlight 

education as a critical issue in the 

perpetuation of rural poverty. The 2013 

Samoa Hardship and Poverty Report 

described a strong correlation between 

poverty, vulnerability status and the level 

of education of Samoan citizens. The 

analysis found that males with no tertiary education in urban areas are more likely to be 

vulnerable to poverty than other demographics. While only 12 percent of Samoans are formally 

employed, and most live off of informal wages, low-paid employment opportunities in both 

formal and informal sectors, which do not require any training beyond a secondary education, 

tend to be male-dominated and concentrated in urban areas. 
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Table 5.2.1 Age Specific Enrolment Rate for Primary Level, 2017 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Table 5.2.2 Gross Intake for Primary Level 2013 - 2017 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Table 5.2.3 Progression Rate for Primary Level 2017 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: Ministry of Education Sports and Culture, Statistical Digest 2017 

Source: Ministry of Education Sports and Culture, Statistical Digest 2017 

Source: Ministry of Education Sports and Culture, Statistical Digest 2017 



73 
 

Table 5.2.4 Drop Out Rate at Primary Level, 2017 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Table 5.2.5 Students with Disability enrolled in Primary Education 2014 - 2017 

 

 

 

Table 5.2.6 Age Specific Enrolment Rate in Secondary Level, 2017 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Table 5.2.7 Net Enrolment Rate in Secondary Level, 2013 - 2017 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: Ministry of Education Sports and Culture, Statistical Digest 2017 

Source: Ministry of Education Sports and Culture, Statistical Digest 2017 

Source: Ministry of Education Sports and Culture, Statistical Digest 2017 

Source: Ministry of Education Sports and Culture, Statistical Digest 2017 
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Table 5.2.8 Drop-Out Rate for Secondary Level, 2017 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Table 5.2.9 Drop-Out Rate for Secondary Level, 2017 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: Ministry of Education Sports and Culture, Statistical Digest 2017 

Source: Ministry of Education Sports and Culture, Statistical Digest 2017 
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CHAPTER 6: SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS 
 

6.1 SDGs 

What are the SDGs? The Sustainable 

Development Goals (SDGs), otherwise known as 

the Global Goals for Sustainable Development, 

are a collection of 17 global goals set by the 

United Nations in 2015. The formal name for 

the SDGs is: “Transforming our World: the 

2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development”. That 

has been shortened to “2030 Agenda”. The goals are broad and interdependent, yet each has a 

separate list of targets to achieve. Achieving all 169 targets would signal accomplishing all 17 

goals. The SDGs cover social and economic development issues including poverty, hunger, 

health, education, global warming, gender equality, water, sanitation, energy, urbanization, 

environment and social justice. 

The goals are interconnected – often the key to success on one will involve tackling issues 

more commonly associated with another. 

6.2 Comparison with Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) 

The SDGs were developed to succeed the MDGs which 

ended in 2015. Most argued that 169 targets for the SDGs 

is too many, describing them as “sprawling, 

misconceived” and a “mess” compared to the 8 MDGs 

used previously. The MDGs were about development 

while the SDGs are about sustainable development. 

Finally, the MDGs used a silo approach to problems, 

while SDGs take into account the inter-connectedness of 

all the problems. Whilst the MDGs were strongly 

criticized by many NGOs as only dealing with the 

problems, the SDGs deal with the causes of the problems. 

 

 

 

 



76 
 

SDG - TARGET SDG - INDICATOR SBS INDICATOR 
Revised 

TIER (by 

IAEG-SDG 

Secretariat) 

Draft Pacific Headline 

Indicators 

Goal 1. End poverty in all its forms everywhere 

1.1 By 2030, eradicate extreme 

poverty for all people everywhere, 

currently measured as people 

living on less than $1.25 a day 

1.1.1 Proportion of population below the 

international poverty line, by sex, age, 

employment status and geographical location 

(urban/rural) 

(HIES) - Number of people below 

the basic needs poverty line by sex 

and region 
Tier I 

1.1.1 Proportion of population below the 

international poverty line, by sex, age, 

employment status and geographical 

location (urban/rural) 

1.2 By 2030, reduce at least by half 

the proportion of men, women and 

children of all ages living in 

poverty in all its dimensions 

according to national definitions 

1.2.1 Proportion of population living 

below the national poverty line, by sex and 

age 

(HIES) -Number of people below 

the basic needs poverty line by sex 

and region Tier I 

1.2.1 Proportion of population living 

below the national poverty line, by sex and 

age 

1.2.2 Proportion of men, women and 

children of all ages living in poverty in all its 

dimensions according to national definitions 

(HIES) -Number of people below 

the basic needs poverty line by sex 

and region Tier II   

Goal 2. End hunger, achieve food security and improved nutrition and promote sustainable agriculture 

2.2 By 2030, end all forms of 

malnutrition, including achieving, 

by 2025, the internationally agreed 

targets on stunting and wasting in 

children under 5 years of age, and 

address the nutritional needs of 

adolescent girls, pregnant and 

lactating women and older persons 

2.2.1 Prevalence of stunting (height for 

age <-2 standard deviation from the median 

of the World Health Organization (WHO) 

Child Growth Standards) among children 

under 5 years of age 

(DHS) - Prevalence of stunting 

(height for age <-2 standard 

deviation from the median of the 

World Health Organization 

(WHO) Child Growth Standards) 

among children under 5 years of 

age 
Tier I 

2.2.1 Prevalence of stunting (height for 

age <-2 standard deviation from the median 

of the World Health Organization (WHO) 

Child Growth Standards) among children 

under 5 years of age 
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2.2.2 Prevalence of malnutrition (weight 

for height >+2 or <-2 standard deviation 

from the median of the WHO Child Growth 

Standards) among children under 5 years of 

age, by type (wasting and overweight) 

(DHS) -Prevalence of malnutrition 

(weight for height >+2 or <-2 

standard deviation from the median 

of the WHO Child Growth 

Standards) among children under 5 

years of age, by type (wasting and 

overweight) 
Tier I   

2.a Increase investment, including 

through enhanced international 

cooperation, in rural infrastructure, 

agricultural research and extension 

services, technology development 

and plant and livestock gene banks 

in order to enhance agricultural 

productive capacity in developing 

countries, in particular least 

developed countries 

2.a.1 The agriculture orientation index for 

government expenditures 

(GFS) - Government Expenditure 

for the agriculture sector 

Tier I 

2.a.1 The agriculture orientation index for 

government expenditures 

Goal 3. Ensure healthy lives and promote well-being for all at all ages 

3.1 By 2030, reduce the global 

maternal mortality ratio to less 

than 70 per 100,000 live births 

3.1.2 Proportion of births attended by 

skilled health personnel 
Proportion of births attended by 

skilled health personnel Tier I 

3.1.2 Proportion of births attended by 

skilled health personnel 

3.2 By 2030, end preventable 

deaths of newborns and children 

under 5 years of age, with all 

countries aiming to reduce 

neonatal mortality to at least as 

low as 12 per 1,000 live births and 

under-5 mortality to at least as low 

as 25 per 1,000 live births 

3.2.1 Under-five mortality rate 

Under 5 Mortality Rate/ 1000 

Tier I 

3.2.1 Under-five mortality rate 

3.2.2 Neonatal mortality rate 

Neonatal Mortality Rate/ 1000 

Tier I   
3.7 By 2030, ensure universal 

access to sexual and reproductive 

health-care services, including for 

family planning, information and 

3.7.1 Proportion of women of 

reproductive age (aged 15-49 years) who 

have their need for family planning satisfied 

with modern methods 

% of women who met need for 

family planning 
Tier I   
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education, and the integration of 

reproductive health into national 

strategies and programmes 

3.7.2 Adolescent birth rate (aged 10-14 

years; aged 15-19 years) per 1,000 women in 

that age group 
Teenage birth rate aged 15-19 

years 

Tier I   

3.b Support the research and 

development of vaccines and 

medicines for the communicable 

and non-communicable diseases 

that primarily affect developing 

countries, provide access to 

affordable essential medicines and 

vaccines, in accordance with the 

Doha Declaration on the TRIPS 

Agreement and Public Health, 

which affirms the right of 

developing countries to use to the 

full the provisions in the 

Agreement on Trade-Related 

Aspects of Intellectual Property 

Rights regarding flexibilities to 

protect public health, and, in 

particular, provide access to 

medicines for all 

3.b.2 Total net official development 

assistance to medical research and basic 

health sectors 

Total net official development 

assistance to medical research & 

basic health sectors 

Tier I   

Goal 4. Ensure inclusive and equitable quality education and promote lifelong learning opportunities for all 

4.6 By 2030, ensure that all youth 

and a substantial proportion of 

adults, both men and women, 

achieve literacy and numeracy 

4.6.1  Percentage of population in a given 

age group achieving at least a fixed level of 

proficiency in functional (a) literacy and (b) 

numeracy skills, by sex 

Literacy Rates for persons 15-24 

years of age 

Tier II   

Goal 5. Achieve gender equality and empower all women and girls 
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5.3 Eliminate all harmful practices, 

such as child, early and forced 

marriage and female genital 

mutilation 

5.3.1  Proportion of women aged 20-24 

years who were married or in a union before 

age 15 and before age 18 

Marriage Registration by Age 

Group  
Tier I   

5.4 Recognize and value unpaid 

care and domestic work through 

the provision of public services, 

infrastructure and social protection 

policies and the promotion of 

shared responsibility within the 

household and the family as 

nationally appropriate 

5.4.1  Proportion of time spent on unpaid 

domestic and care work, by sex, age and 

location 
Number of people engaged in 

domestic duties (house work) by 

sex, age group and district 

Tier II  

5.4.1  Proportion of time spent on unpaid 

domestic and care work, by sex, age and 

location 

5.5 Ensure women’s full and 

effective participation and equal 

opportunities for leadership at all 

levels of decision-making in 

political, economic and public life 

5.5.2  Proportion of women in managerial 

positions 
Proportion of women in 

managerial positions 

Tier I   
5.b Enhance the use of enabling 

technology, in particular 

information and communications 

technology, to promote the 

empowerment of women 

5.b.1  Proportion of individuals who own 

a mobile telephone, by sex 

 

 

 

 

Proportion of individuals who own 

a mobile telephone, by sex 

 Tier II 
 

  
 
 
 

Goal 6. Ensure availability and sustainable management of water and sanitation for all 

6.1 By 2030, achieve universal and 

equitable access to safe and 

affordable drinking water for all 

6.1.1  Proportion of population using 

safely managed drinking water services 

Number of Private households by 

sources of drinking water 

(awaiting appropriate indicator 

from WASH survey, report to be 

officially released) 

 

 Tier I 

6.1.1  Proportion of population using 

safely managed drinking water services 

Goal 7. Ensure access to affordable, reliable, sustainable and modern energy for all 
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7.1 By 2030, ensure universal 

access to affordable, reliable and 

modern energy services 

7.1.1  Proportion of population with 

access to electricity Number of Private households by 

sources of lighting 

Tier I 

7.1.1  Proportion of population with 

access to electricity 

7.3 By 2030, double the global rate 

of improvement in energy 

efficiency 

7.3.1  Energy intensity measured in terms of 

primary energy and GDP % of total energy consumption to 

GDP  

Tier I 

7.3.1  Energy intensity measured in terms of 

primary energy and GDP 

Goal 8. Promote sustained, inclusive and sustainable economic growth, full and productive employment and 

decent work for all 

8.1 Sustain per capita economic 

growth in accordance with national 

circumstances and, in particular, at 

least 7 per cent gross domestic 

product growth per annum in the 

least developed countries 

8.1.1  Annual growth rate of real GDP per 

capita 

Real GDP/capita 

Tier I 

8.1.1  Annual growth rate of real GDP 

per capita 

8.2 Achieve higher levels of 

economic productivity through 

diversification, technological 

upgrading and innovation, 

including through a focus on high-

value added and labour-intensive 

sectors 

8.2.1  Annual growth rate of real GDP per 

employed person 

Real GDP/ formal employed 

person 

Tier I   

8.3 Promote development-oriented 

policies that support productive 

activities, decent job creation, 

entrepreneurship, creativity and 

innovation, and encourage the 

formalization and growth of micro-

, small- and medium-sized 

enterprises, including through 

access to financial services 

8.3.1  Proportion of informal employment 

in non-agriculture employment, by sex 

Informal Employment by sex, age 

group and completed level of 

education 

Tier II   
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8.5 By 2030, achieve full and 

productive employment and decent 

work for all women and men, 

including for young people and 

persons with disabilities, and equal 

pay for work of equal value 

8.5.1  Average hourly earnings of female 

and male employees, by occupation, age and 

persons with disabilities 
Persons aged 15+ with disability 

by occupation, age and sex 

Tier II   
8.5.2  Unemployment rate, by sex, age and 

persons with disabilities Employment Population Ratio of 

persons with disability by age 

group, and sex 
Tier I 

8.5.2  Unemployment rate, by sex, age 

and persons with disabilities 

8.6 By 2020, substantially reduce 

the proportion of youth not in 

employment, education or training 

8.6.1  Proportion of youth (aged 15-24 

years) not in education, employment or 

training NEET by age group, sex and 

completed level of education 

Tier I 

8.6.1  Proportion of youth (aged 15-24 

years) not in education, employment or 

training 

8.8  Protect labour rights and 

promote safe and secure working 

environments for all workers, 

including migrant workers, in 

particular women migrants, and 

those in precarious employment 

8.8.1  Frequency rates of fatal and non-

fatal occupational injuries, by sex and 

migrant status 
Occupational injury by age group 

and sex (check ACC/ MCIL if have 

data on frequency rates) 

Tier I   

8.9 By 2030, devise and implement 

policies to promote sustainable 

tourism that creates jobs and 

promotes local culture and 

products 

8.9.1  Tourism direct GDP as a proportion 

of total GDP and in growth rate 
GDP and (Accommodation & Rest 

value added) Tier II   
8.9.2  Number of jobs in tourism 

industries as a proportion of total jobs and 

growth rate of jobs, by sex 

Number of jobs in tourism 

industries as a proportion of total 

jobs and growth rate of jobs, by 

sex Tier II   
8.10.2  Proportion of adults (15 years and 

older) with an account at a bank or other 

financial institution or with a mobile-money-

service provider 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

% of adults with an account at a 

bank & % of adults with an 

account at a formal financial 

institution 

 

 

 

 

 

 Tier I   
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Goal 9. Build resilient infrastructure, promote inclusive and sustainable industrialization and foster 

innovation 
9.1 Develop quality, reliable, 

sustainable and resilient 

infrastructure, including regional 

and trans-border infrastructure, to 

support economic development 

and human well-being, with a 

focus on affordable and equitable 

access for all 

9.1.2  Passenger and freight volumes, by 

mode of transport 

Arrivals and Departures by mode 

of travel, Cargo Loaded/ Unloaded 

at the Port of Apia 

Tier I   
9.2 Promote inclusive and 

sustainable industrialization and, 

by 2030, significantly raise 

industry’s share of employment 

and gross domestic product, in line 

with national circumstances, and 

double its share in least developed 

countries 

9.2.1  Manufacturing value added as a 

proportion of GDP and per capita 
Manufacturing value added/GDP 

& Manufacturing value 

added/employment? Tier I   
9.2.2  Manufacturing employment as a 

proportion of total employment 
Only Formal Employment 

Tier I   
9.4 By 2030, upgrade 

infrastructure and retrofit 

industries to make them 

sustainable, with increased 

resource-use efficiency and greater 

adoption of clean and 

environmentally sound 

technologies and industrial 

processes, with all countries taking 

action in accordance with their 

respective capabilities 

9.4.1 CO2 emission per unit of value added 

Greenhouse gas emission by sector 

Tier I   
9.5 Enhance scientific research, 

upgrade the technological 

capabilities of industrial sectors in 

all countries, in particular 

developing countries, including, by 

2030, encouraging innovation and 

substantially increasing the number 

of research and development 

9.5.1 Research and development 

expenditure as a proportion of GDP 

COFOG & GDP 

Tier I   
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workers per 1 million people and 

public and private research and 

development spending 

9.a Facilitate sustainable and 

resilient infrastructure 

development in developing 

countries through enhanced 

financial, technological and 

technical support to African 

countries, least developed 

countries, landlocked developing 

countries and small island 

developing States 

9.a.1 Total official international support 

(official development assistance plus other 

official flows) to infrastructure 

Debt & COFOG 

Tier I 

9.a.1 Total official international support 

(official development assistance plus other 

official flows) to infrastructure 

9.b Support domestic technology 

development, research and 

innovation in developing countries, 

including by ensuring a conducive 

policy environment for, inter alia, 

industrial diversification and value 

addition to commodities 

9.b.1  Proportion of medium and high-tech 

industry value added in total value added 

Probably Communication, 

Financial Services, Transport and 

possibly Manufacturing 

Tier II   

9.c Significantly increase access to 

information and communications 

technology and strive to provide 

universal and affordable access to 

the Internet in least developed 

countries by 2020 

9.c.1  Proportion of population covered by 

a mobile network, by technology 

Proportion of people using or 

owning a mobile phone, by age 

group, region and sex 

Tier I 

9.c.1  Proportion of population covered 

by a mobile network, by technology 

Goal 10. Reduce inequality within and among countries 

10.4 Adopt policies, especially 

fiscal, wage and social protection 

policies, and progressively achieve 

greater equality 

10.4.1  Labour share of GDP, comprising 

wages and social protection transfers 

Labour share of GDP 

Tier I 

10.4.1  Labour share of GDP, comprising 

wages and social protection transfers 
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10.b Encourage official 

development assistance and 

financial flows, including foreign 

direct investment, to States where 

the need is greatest, in particular 

least developed countries, African 

countries, small island developing 

States and landlocked developing 

countries, in accordance with their 

national plans and programmes 

10.b.1  Total resource flows for 

development, by recipient and donor 

countries and type of flow (e.g. official 

development assistance, foreign direct 

investment and other flows) 
ODA/FDI & Other Flows 

Tier I 
(ODA)/  
Tier II (FDI)   

Goal 11. Make cities and human settlements inclusive, safe, resilient and sustainable 

11.1 By 2030, ensure access for all 

to adequate, safe and affordable 

housing and basic services and 

upgrade slums 

11.1.1  Proportion of urban population 

living in slums, informal settlements or 

inadequate housing 
Total population by 5 year age 

groups, sex, type of house and 

region 

Tier I 

11.1.1  Proportion of urban population 

living in slums, informal settlements or 

inadequate housing 

Goal 15. Protect, restore and promote sustainable use of terrestrial ecosystems, sustainably manage forests, 

combat desertification, and halt and reverse land degradation and halt biodiversity loss 

15.a Mobilize and significantly 

increase financial resources from 

all sources to conserve and 

sustainably use biodiversity and 

ecosystems 

15.a.1  Official development assistance 

and public expenditure on conservation and 

sustainable use of biodiversity and 

ecosystems GFS - Environment 

Tier I 
(ODA)/  
Tier III 
(public 
expenditur
e)   

Goal 16. Promote peaceful and inclusive societies for sustainable development, provide access to justice for 

all and build effective, accountable and inclusive institutions at all levels 

16.6 Develop effective, 

accountable and transparent 

institutions at all levels 

16.6.1 Primary government expenditures 

as a proportion of original approved budget, 

by sector (or by budget codes or similar) 

Government Expenditure as a 

proportion of original approved 

budget 
Tier I   
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16.9 By 2030, provide legal 

identity for all, including birth 

registration 

16.9.1 Proportion of children under 5 

years of age whose births have been 

registered with a civil authority, by age Birth Registration by age and sex 

Tier I 

16.9.1 Proportion of children under 5 

years of age whose births have been 

registered with a civil authority, by age 

Goal 17. Strengthen the means of implementation and revitalize the Global Partnership for Sustainable 

Development 
Finance         

17.1 Strengthen domestic resource 

mobilization, including through 

international support to developing 

countries, to improve domestic 

capacity for tax and other revenue 

collection 

17.1.1 Total government revenue as a 

proportion of GDP, by source 
Total government revenue as a 

proportion of GDP, by source 
Tier I   

17.1.2 Proportion of domestic budget 

funded by domestic taxes 
Proportion of domestic budget 

funded by domestic taxes 

Tier I   
17.3.2 Volume of remittances (in United 

States dollars) as a proportion of total GDP 
Remittances/GDP 

Tier I   

17.4 Assist developing countries in 

attaining long-term debt 

sustainability through coordinated 

policies aimed at fostering debt 

financing, debt relief and debt 

restructuring, as appropriate, and 

address the external debt of highly 

indebted poor countries to reduce 

debt distress 

17.4.1 Debt service as a proportion of 

exports of goods and services 

Debt service as a proportion of 

exports of goods and services 

Tier I   

Technology         
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17.8 Fully operationalize the 

technology bank and science, 

technology and innovation 

capacity-building mechanism for 

least developed countries by 2017 

and enhance the use of enabling 

technology, in particular 

information and communications 

technology 

17.8.1 Proportion of individuals using the 

Internet 

Proportion of individuals using the 

Internet by source, age group, 

region and sex 

Tier I   

Capacity-building         

Trade         

Systemic issues         

Policy and institutional coherence         

Data, monitoring and 

accountability 
    

    
17.18 By 2020, enhance capacity-

building support to developing 

countries, including for least 

developed countries and small 

island developing States, to 

increase significantly the 

availability of high-quality, timely 

and reliable data disaggregated by 

income, gender, age, race, 

ethnicity, migratory status, 

disability, geographic location and 

other characteristics relevant in 

national contexts 

17.18.3 Number of countries with a 

national statistical plan that is fully funded 

and under implementation, by source of 

funding 

Samoa Strategy for the 

Development of Statistics (SSDS 

2011 - 2021) 

Tier I 

17.18.3 Number of countries with a 

national statistical plan that is fully funded 

and under implementation, by source of 

funding 

17.19 By 2030, build on existing 

initiatives to develop 

measurements of progress on 

sustainable development that 

complement gross domestic 

17.19.1 Dollar value of all resources made 

available to strengthen statistical capacity in 

developing countries 

SBS Budget and ISP 

Tier I   
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product, and support statistical 

capacity-building in developing 

countries 

17.19.2 Proportion of countries that (a) 

have conducted at least one population and 

housing census in the last 10 years; and (b) 

have achieved 100 per cent birth registration 

and 80 per cent death registration 

SBS  

Tier I   

Source: Samoa Bureau of Statistics 

Note: The above matrix consists of only SDG indicators that are readily available at SBS. 
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